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 For many years historians and genealogists have speculated on the identities of 
the Hunters listed in the 1685 and 1701 Virginia headright land patents.  Many 
hypotheses emerged as demonstrated in various articles published in Jacob Hunter 
Trust Newsletters and the Hunter Family Research Group’s 2013 book, William Hunter 
of Nansemond Co. and His Early Descendants.  These early Hunters were the 
progenitors of a large and distinguished line of Hunters in America today.  
 Family historians and genealogists have attempted to identify the people 
named in the two Virginia land patents, the first one dated 1685 and the second 
dated 1701.  These records provide an estimate, within five to ten years of the arrival 
of our immigrant, William Hunter and his family, in America.  The sparse information 
provided led to different interpretations, assumptions, and hypotheses over the years 
(see: Jacob Hunter Trust Newsletter. Vol. 29, No. 1, 2020, pp. 2-8).  
 The earliest record of our immigrant, William Hunter, was recorded in a 
Virginia land patent dated 4 November 1685.   

Robert W. Baird’s website: https://genfiles.com/rountree/rountree-records-
nansemond-chowan/ states that the Hunters and Rountrees might have arrived in 
America five to ten years prior to 1685, since that “patents lagged headright 
certificates by about 5 years.”   
 
1685 

4 November 1685   Land Patent:  Charles Rowntree, 350 acres of land “lying 
and being in the upper parish of Nansemond County beginning at Michael 
Brinkly his corner white oake by the Sypresse Swamp… for the transportation of 
seven p’sons into this Colony…  Willm. Hunter, Nich’o Hunter, Joane Hunter, 
Rebecka Hunter, Charles Rowntree, Robert Rowntree, John Sayor.” [Virginia 
Cavaliers and Pioneers, Vol. II, p. 294; Patent Book 7, p 487.] 

  
 Baird writes, Charles and Robert had been in Nansemond for at least a few 
years, perhaps as much as 5-10 years; my study of late 17th century patents in nearby 
Surry County concluded that patents lagged headright certificates by about 5 years 
on average.  And the headright certificates themselves were issued, by law if not 
always in practice, only after the imported persons had survived in Virginia for three 
years.  This land was less than five miles from North Carolina.  Michael Brinckley’s 
patent on Cypress Swamp also bordered Mossy Swamp which, according to an 1834 
map of Nansemond, was only about 2-3 miles above the Virginia-North Carolina 
border on the edge of the Great Dismal Swamp. 
 
1701  

24 April 1701 land patent for 240 acres to William Hunter: “William Hunter, 
240 acres, Upper Parish of Nansemond Co., on SE side of Meherring Swamp, 24 
Apr 1701.  Transportation of 5 persons: Wm Hunter, his wife, daughter Alice, 



& son Nicho. Hunter, & Mary Cohon” (Va. Cav. & Pioneers, Vol III, p.42; 
Patent Book 9, p. 309). 
 

 Researchers have disputed the identify of these Hunter immigrants for many 
years.  Hunter McKelva Cole, his sister Martha Cole Rester, Raymond Hunter, Still 
Hunter, Jr., J. Wayne Hunter and others have spent many years studying early Virginia 
records and records in both the United Kingdom and Ireland attempting to unravel the 
identity of this early Hunter family.   Newsletter articles published on the Jacob 
Hunter Trust website and the 2013 book; William Hunter of Nansemond Co. and His 
Early Descendants documented this research.  Recently, the meticulous research of 
Hunter McKelva Cole uncovered new information about the Hunter and Rountree 
families in both the UK and their subsequent migration to Northern Ireland that 
preceded their journey to America.  New hypotheses formed from Cole’s many years 
of study have led to some long-sought clarity (see previous articles, this issue). 
 The chart below outlines the relationships between the people listed on both 
the 1685 and 1701 land patent records.  Listed in order of appearance:   
 
1685 Land Patent 

William Hunter, our immigrant, b. 14 Nov 1653. 
Nicholas Hunter, William and Joane’s son. 
Joane Hunter, Charles Rountree’s daughter, wife of William Hunter 
Rebecka Hunter, most likely William’s sister, b. 1648 
Charles Rountree, Joane’s father, long associated with the Hunter family in  

both Yorkshire UK, and Co. Armagh Northern Ireland. 
Robert Rountree, most likely a son of Charles Rountree. 
John Sayer, perhaps related in some way.  His family was in both Yorkshire and  
 Northern Ireland with the Rountree and Hunter families.  
 

1701 Land Patent 
 William Hunter, son of Henry, our immigrant William’s brother 
 Ann, William’s wife, 
 Alice, William, and Ann’s daughter 
 Nicholas Hunter, William, and Ann’s son 
 Mary Cohon, believed to be a sister of William, daughter of Henry 
 
The diagram below depicts the relationship of these immigrants based upon our 
current hypotheses. 
 



 


